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VEIV1ANA-FROIVI RO.BINHOODISM TO THE THEORY OF 

ECONOMIC MIDDLE ORDER 

TriptiraneniVenkateswara Rao 

Vemana is the most popular of An'dhia celebrities known 
feeyond his native borders even in his own times.Suffice it to say 
that Europeans, among them the French,.- discovered his verse in 
all the four languages of South India. 

Vemana,the poet, philosopher and the social thinker of the 
middle 17th century, the naked ascetic and peripatetic preacher 
mostly preaching at the triiunction of Andhra, Tamilnadu and 
Karnataka after his wide travel from coast to coast down the river, 

Godavari. He was the accomplished Yogs for the believing 

rural mass and elite who preserved his verse by mouth and letter, 

was the rebel against Hindu orthodoxy for his European discove- 
rers, was the spiritual and social reformer and rebel against all 
denominational religion and the institution of caste for the liberal 
intellectual, was the Thinker, the Humanist and the Rationalist 
for the moderner ' with rationalist slant^ was the poet 
of the popular idiom and of the common man's phrase for the 
student of literature and the present day revolutionary writer. He 
is known for all these and many more. Yet one fact, really 
original and relevant to our times, about Vemana, Is not taken, 
due note of and presented in proper perspective and form. That 
Is Vemana as an economic thinker, as one who strove to amelio- 
rate the situation of the poor and as one who proposed recasting 
of the property structure in society to carve out an economic 
middle order. This part of his life-story and of his thought-com- 
plex /remains to be told. 

Vemana was a profligate before he was married. Once married 
tie was a truthful husband .of a quarrelsome wife. As house- 
holder, failure tomake his both ends ireet r on his shrinken farm, 
drives him to seek some office at the court of a petty prince of 
a locality. While in office, at the royal court, he finds himself in 
hostile atmosphere for his many pronouncements in favour of 
the poor and for his unbending character. He 'soon resigns his 
office and preaches Robinhoodis'm. On its failure, ' he. takes' to 
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alchemy to help the poor with gold. Failure again finds him 
in Yoga and philosophy and he turns a naked ascetic. With his 
standing, twwfy achieved, as yogi -and philosopher/he-goes about. 
the society preaching, all ..his life. : 'His economic preaching alone 
is of -concern; jjv this paper... ; 

Vemana observes that "'poor man's caste, however high it ma 
be, is of no' cosequefrc'e' 1 ' ' -"it iS'.wealth' which counts" -more than 
caste" and the disabilities of , 'caste are overshadowed by the 
show of wealth. It is a favourate theme with Vemana to contrast 
the 'high-caste poo^ being 'passed over with ; the Sow-caste 
rich, receiving every attention. ;. He finds that the distinctions Of 
caste affect only the poor but ..not the rich and that the economic 
differences are mare, injurious to society than caste differences- 
In his contemporary society (of 17th century), Vemana senses 
class animosity, class conflict and solidarity of the poor against 
the rich, taking .shape on the basis of the growing economic 
inequalities cutting across ail caste barriers. 

Very aptly* Vemana draws attention to the terrible conse- 
quences of poverty which are best illustrated in the Puranic' 
story of Daksha Yafna wherein Eswara, that is Shiva, the god 
with the begging bowl, is so .'infuriated by the insults and humili- 
ations heaped on him. leading to the suicide of his spouse, Sati 
Devi, that he beheads 'his father-in-law and destroys his Yajna. 

'" 'Living .as -he-did during times when the two great historic 

'-confederacies'. of caste, the left-hand castes and /the Right-hand- 
castes, that crystallised out of the welter of myriad castes under 
Vijayanagara rule, were clashing violently all over the South* 
while fervently trying his famous inter-caste communal dinners 
whetein food is partaken from one and the .same plate without 
shunning each- others saliva, Vemana was fully alive to the under- 
current of economic strife and pronounced it as more dangerous 
to society than caste-strife. It is here that Vemana is far ahead 

of his times, unique and unparalleled among Indian thinkers and 
Saints. 

He : expounds that "hunger is more ferocious than the 
.cruel tiger and .is more devastating and debasing than the 
invisible Kalipurushau the Hindu -Satan".. Hunger is a state of 

emergency cailingfoi instamfcaneous action but all the same, is 



not an insurmountable problem, . Somehow? . the boljy shall have 
its fill. To have food is a natural and ; god-given right ,, in 

""Vemana's view. He says that "God has created earth for the 
earth-worm to eat, air for the serpent, grass for the cattle, and 
in like manner food for .the mankind", And Vemana further 
lays down that "Verily, the hungry guest at the doorstep is god 

-Shiva himself.' 1 '' '' , "' ," ' ' ' '' '"" "' . ^ ;"' r " -'" ' 

That apart, to keep oneself is not much of a problem in 
; his view and "man can survive famines even' 1 "Is not the frog 
caged in the cavity of granite having its sustenance ?' So ask- 
ing, Veroana goes on to add that it is no good just to keep alive 
and to have the fill for the belly. That is maintaining man on a.n 
-animal level, not on a human level. The problem of poverty is 
concerned with the problem of maintaining man as man and on 
roan's level. The problem of hunger and poverty are not one- 
and the same. The issue of poverty is both deeper and wider 
than that of hunger and does not Send itself to easy and imme- 
diate solution. 

Vemana then lists out a whole series of harmful effects of 
poverty, both psychological and physical on the Individual. 
Poverty undermines self-confidence, destrby's self-respect and 
courage. Man in want becomes petty in mind and a mental 
imbecile. Wisdom and judgement, tolerance and forbearance, 
affection and compassion and such other human traits desert 
him. Cleanliness, elegance, credit-worthiness etc., disappear. 
Anger, envy, irritability etc., takes hold of him. 

Therefore both the individual and society aro adversely 
affected. He says -'Poverty is a praire-fire. St not only de- 
stroys itself but also the whole sorroundings" and that "all are 
one and equal in a (caste) group, no enemity arises but danger 
over takes it once economic disparities emerge "and" just as the 
lame and the blind join together to move about, the poor are 
drawn to each other and form fraternity/' This, in brief, is his 
epitomisation of contemporary scene and observations therein as 
C , be found in his many verses and scattered lines. 

He then goes on contrasting the life of the rich and the 
-poor in many of its aspects and finally says that the rich have 
^sufferings not visible to naked eye and that the poor have suffer- 
s vividly visible but unbearable to the human eye. Both un- 
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abashed affluence and' dire poverty are two extremes which have. 

disastrous consequences for both the individual and society. A 
healthy and ethical life enriched with human values is possible 
only in an economic middleorder. He holds forth the middle- 
class house-holders life to the entire society. 

Unlike the saint and sanyasi, he does not divert attention, 
by preaching that since riches have a corrupting influence, one 
should shun them altogether. If it is said that "money finds even 
the parent and child at loggerheads, how then can one live with- 
out earnings", is his query and he answers that everyone should 
have a little bit of purse and property. According to Vemana 
"there is nothing more degrading than the loin-cloth" though 
sufficient to cover up nakedness and "lack of self-esteem impo- 
verishes the mind". A minimum of property is needed to have- 
proper raiment to save one from being looked down and to the 
preservation of self-esteem and individuality of man. For this to 
be ensured to everyone, what he seeks is a total economic re- 
organisation of the society i.e., the redistribution of wealth. It 
is not his intention to preach that one should helpout his neigh- 
bour by foregoing a part (of his profit) or his self-interest. He 
goes beyond that to advocate redistribution of wealth and recast- 
ing of property structure in society. 

From the' depths of his very being, he yearns for the eradi- 
cation of poverty in society. Evenwhile he is a house-holder 
and is in office at the court of a petty prince, the yearning is 
with him; It is his life's fibre. It is one thing that took him 
through every turn.. in his life's long march. And he does not 
begin as a mere preacher and end as -a preacher. He is active 
always.' He' has been on the side of the poor in many of his 
pronouncements at the court and soon has been out of office 
for that and once out of office he is seen to have taken to ex- 
tremist path and has incited men to such ways as these. 
"By theft or treachery, by cunning or courage, 
Rob the rich and pay the poor and so doing is 
noblest of acts". 

'"He who ' withont cumpunction and fear gives away 
others money, is... the real philanthropist" 

''Helping others by passing on orhers money to 
yet another, other-worldly favours are ensured 

' 



1 m 



So saying, Veniana has led charity and benevolence upto 
untrod paths and invested them with new meaning. This train of 
thought and preaching might well have founded ' a whole move- 
ment in the early decades of 'the 17th century -somewhere on the 
borders of the present districts of Cuddapah,. Kurnool, Ongole and 
Nellore. The theory of Robinhoodism reflected, in 'the famous - 
Telugu novel, Malapa!li l (ward of the outcastes) by, late Vunnava 
Laxminarayana, written in the early 20th 'century., : really owes its 
origin. to Vemana himself, although wrongly -omrnitted. 

Such a theory and memories- of such a movement have 
Inspired one. Sarvai Papadu who launched himself as the 
saviour of the poor but ended as another Po'H gar- upstart, towards 
the close of the 1st decade, of the 18th century In the tract 
between Nslgonda, Warangal and Hyderabad. His name was 
immortalised in" a powerful ballad; The- only educated among 
his' associates,' was ' Hanumarithu from M'eliore who might have 
been the medium carrying the ideology of Robinhoodism of 
Vemana from the areas around Nellore. . -; -, 

It can be said that the idea of robbing the rich to feed the 
poor as justness and duty combined, rightly belongs to 
Vemana alone. Such holy men' as Tirumangai Alwar of ' the 
Tamils and Burglar Brahmayya of Kannad.igas, representing the 
Sree Vaishnavite and Veera Saivjte sects/ committed regular 
theft .and Indulged m banditry,. to -hold out dally banquets for 
'the multitude" of Yatis and Jangams. This sort 'of religious 
banditry and theft were not born out-of compassion for the. poor 
and not meant for the. needy at. all but for bolstering up their 
narrow denominational religionism. "It Is left to. Vemana to point 
to the right use of such booty for distribution among the needy, 
unmindful of their belief or unbelief.. In the former, religious. 
theft Is for the sake of religion alone. In the latter, the secular^ 
theft is for the sake of the hungry and needy. Thus economic 
humanism, pure and simple, is at the root of Yemana's theory 
of. philanthropic' theft. .. . . 

Needless to add that the movement 'is not a success and 
soon loosing its self - momentum, It has come to a grinding 
JialL But Vemana does not abandon his mission of uplifting the 
poor. He tries his hand at alchemy, to bring out gold and distri- 
bute the same among the poos-. Again It proves 8 a vain experiment 
in the company of the Yogis of alchemy en the hills' of Shree- 
salla. It is one step from Ftesayoga to Yoga and. philosophy. Be 
tries every discipline available in Yoga those days and turned 
a naked ascetic. He traversed. the .entire- range- of 'jphilosphy and 
finally settles . down in Ma'dhyamikavada of- Nagarjuha other-. 
wis known a's" Suny.avad*, shorn of its -Buddhist trappings and 
assimilated in '(Veera) to saivism.- He.. feels that -he achieves 



harmony .^etweeii Ms ^OTi0mic outlook and the philosophical 

system avoiding the extremes in both the fields. 

Having- done this, he again finds himself in the midst of 

the people-,, in the vortex of society with his economic teaching 
tempered by ( the' philosophical doctrine. 

He proposes marriage reform; as on of his main planks 

for economic ^reorganisation, of society and he preaches that 

matrimonial alliances must be contracted between the rich and 

'poor, so that, a new, c}ass r /that is the middle class, can come into 

being. He takes. to preaching, against, the evil custom of demand- 

ing bride-money lKanyashti!ka]. : He wants, that daughters "of. the 

rich should be;giveh.in rnarriage.'tb the sons of ..the poor without 

the consideration of .bride money. .,He,is against the practice of 

rich marrying the rich and poor marrying the poor, in the words 

of Vemana, 

"Offering bride to the wealthy amounts to sale, 

Giving to an equal is fair enough, 
Marriage to poor lasts entwined in love 

''Marriag&pontractedJured by splendour 
will, soon ;be.on.'the rocks ...; 

Unequal marriage will always excell." 

"Marriage to a poor groom will always flourish". 

"'**,'"'' ' ' ' (. .',,! ' . 

No doubt/ he now joins, others- in preaching' generosity to 
the- rich but -he preaches it with a difference. Here h^ uses 'the 
vdea. -of rebirth as a -ruse to put fear in the hearts of those who 
have faith' in the religion. He warns that if they fail to give 
alms now, in th&tiext Jifethey will go abeggSng and starving* 
denied of alms. This idea finds expression in Vemana's words 
as follows : 

..: _ "Perforce you -givfe and perforce you are given, 

Approached you -give and on approach you are given, 
Give not here and no where you are given" 

:.; "W/hatjs given to others, comes of its own to you" 

'' ^Fools, believe that riches earned, are theirs* by right 
In truth, the iiches are only those given away". 

.,, . .; He ; teaches^erier0sity to the extent of .not bequeathsng- 
my property. Ao -.the progeny .and illustrates the point to the- 

"' ' 



. , . . . 

Passing, ^..lo t|ieprogeny; ; the. wealth amassed 
without ..exh^tisting Jn,- ; charities great . 
Is. verily like 'the bee loosing, its stored- hpney 

.-..-;;.:?,, ,......>- .v . .;. . .,.:,-.,; -....to the .passers-by". ... 
And conversely, he exhorts the progeny -not to feed . them- 
selves on ancestral ' property ' but to earn for themselves and 
The ..same ,if> Vemana^s words, 
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"Put forth labour with body swathed in sweat 

Sate your apatite with earnings right, 

It is not allowed to feed on paternal estate" 

it is here that his two theories, one of charity and the 
other of labour conjoin and confirm Vemana in his advocacy of 
abolition of the right of inheritance. It .is an. ancient maxim that 
money self-earned is best and the paternal estate is only next in 
preference and brother's earnings are worst to liveby. But 
Vemana would have us amend it and hold that money self-earned 
alone is enjoyble and none else. 

According to Vemana, even the rich shall not cease to 

work and earn there by but they must be ready to go to the help 
the poor when occassion demands. Here is his verse, 

"Are they wicked and cruel who, all the while, even if 



Toil hard and give unto others when occassion warrants" 

-live by -labour - do not loose it to. others - from labours own, 
gjve unto the poor - This in brief, is Vemana's teaching. 

He condemns the many wrong earnings on eitherside of the 
>liaves and have - nots. 

Some of the evil ways of the rich as enumerated by 
"Vemana are .given here. They raise fences on the thorough fares 
-claiming them as their own and seize the passers - by for tress-. 
/passing and divest them of all possessions they carry on their 

person. The burial grounds and common lands are enclosed 
-and annexed to raise crops under water by bunding the streams. 

He condemns the money - lender using ; articles, tools, jewellery, 

silks and other things kept under pledge and asks them to pay 
-compensation for the use made of them. He calls for undoing 

gains made out of distress sales by the poor. Defrauding through 
"false. measures and weights, forced labour (Betti) and many other 

bad practices are decried by him. Vemana preaches that "Betty is 

not due, however great the lord may be" and we are still^strugg- 

ling for the abolition of bonded labour. 

The miserly hoarding of money by the rich has drawn 
i>oth wrath and ridicule from Vemana. In his view, it is an 
economic offence. Like air to be ever on the move, is money's 
nature. Changing hands is its characteristic and enjoyment is 
its highest goal. It should not go out of circulation, depriving 
people of its daily use. Hoarding is an act going against the 
very nature of money, That is why Vemana heaps ridicule on 
the miser and is furious at his anti-social act. Here are his 
satirical verses : 
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"If death occurs in the miser's house 
Paying for the funeral pyre from his purse, 
Weeps long and louder for incurring expenditure" 

"Loud laughs the land claimed as thine 

He that flees the battle-field is Yama's laughing-stock'*.., 

"Salty are the waters of the surging sea, 

Niggard is he born that has gold 

Faulty and useless are the acts of Brahma". 

The wrong ways of the poor are also pointed' out. De- 
pending on chanty, indulging in theft, contriving debts and, 
evasion thereof, etc., are disparaged. In the words of Vemana, 

he who begs is mean and he who does not beg is godly, con- 
tracting debt is abominable and evasion damnable, getting at; 

others moneys for his feed by deceit and cunning is despicable. 
Taking to theft in villages, robbing even the poor, for once own 
stomach surely finds him in Yama's clutches. 

Thus describing the evil and polluted earnings of both the 
haves and the have-nots, he indicates the middle class house- 
holder's status as repository of all the. human values and neat 
life. And for Vemana, the middle-class house-holder is one 
who does not run into debt, who has something' left over for the 
break-fast. after supper, who can have a curry to go along with 
food and 'porridge and who can .entertain a guest -at times with 
'Dal in his meal. This, in outline, is Vemana's economic theory 
and reform. - : 

ft may not be mistaken for Socialism, Equalitarianism or 
Sarvodaya of our times, it has nothing in common with the' 
.trusteeship theory or the -Bhoodan.' movement either. Some, .of 
the elements that constitute Vemana's economic philosophy and 
.-its general import and drift towards narrowing down the econo- 
mic.. disparities in society,' may share in common with some of 
these theories' but. as a system, it stands on its- own. He ' has 
drawn upoo the best that did not' thrust itself to the fore in 
.Indian tradition, ' Vemana taking due note of the, ills afflicting 
the society, has recast the tradition with a genius, originality and 
.innovation. all his. .own. ..His thought, and practice, his experi- 
mentvand experience has led/him to the' propounding of econo- 
mic niiddle-p;ath.as. the ..solution. It is his unique contribution to 
;.socip--econpmic^ihlhki : r>g;,--..|t ,is- unique, in the. sense 'that no- 
-, .philosopher orfhl.nk.er;: poet'-, or "seer has. thought, in terms of 
.evolving a whole new economic system on Indian soil.' It is the 
proverbial golden-mean which ha^;;relevance to all times ,and 
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. P. R. Reddi, 9.25.58 E, J.anathapet 

Centre for Historical Studies, . KAVAL1 

JAWAHAR BHARATi 12.1.1982 

Dear Mr e Venkateswara Rao 9 

* a There is a feeling nay ? tremors among some well; 
known Intellectuals that you have dethroned VIresalingam and 
Gurajada, from the high pedestals erected . by a general! n o' 
progressive writers and debunked their status ' as fathers of 
Andhra renaissance. After reading your book I am persuaded 
to think that Vemana is the first revolutionary rpoet and the- 
Father of our Awakening. His philosophy was more progres. 
sive in several respects and hence deserves primacy, as our 
national and revolutionary poet par excellence. 

He was our Anabaptist, but cannot be compared to the 
Levellers and Diggers led by Lilburne and Winstanley of ;64t^s. 

and the English revolution. His egalitarian ideas cannot have 
the same significance as those of Shelley and Marx for he 
lived in the transition from fuedal to capitalist era. 

./ * ' Was he ever a 'man of action who started as a Robinhood. 

and ended as an acetic and saint . poet? Did he go beyond 
appeals for charity and Ahimsa and preached equality like the 
Diggers & -Levellers- Can we depict him as a Digambara >i 
sun and rain day in and day out? This piature should be 
given a face lift and a safron blanket. 

May 1 have a copy of the paper you presented, Bodhgaya. 
session 'of Indian Historical Gong ress last month/ Please, 
jDresent your paper .at the next session of the A 8 P.- Historical 
Congress at Hyderabad , next, month. Contact Kambhanipiu for 
particulars 

With my fraternal salutations : .. ' ..' 

.. . '..-' "'.: S4....-M-.-P. R Reddi 



From 

M. P, R, R E D D I, - ' gu-25^-58 - E; Jahathapet, 

Director, Historical Studies, K A V A L f. 

JAVVAHAB.BHARAT!. 

Dear Tripuraneni, 

Namaste*, - . 

^..., Thanks for your thought.- provoking article., on Vemana 
the Robinhood turned Saint - Philosopher. ' ' '" 

I was. only thinking, .aloud op . the . r8voluti.on.any signifi" 

cance of Vemana's mission in modern Indian Renaissance- 
Here ar a few thoughts which yo-ur path - breaking book has 
set afloat in my mind. ' 

(1) Social Scientists, are generally agreed that the 
Modern. Age begins with, the ..birth of. capitalist production- -in 
t'heMeth, 17th century Europe.. The, . . agents of capatalist- 
society were. already on the. shores of India. India, was, already-, 
drawn into the world market, in the. .age,. of. .Vemana. The so- 
called renaissance was the. child of 'nascent capatalism.. (For. 
the ,17th century. .national history, of India , can 'be understood'. 
only in terms of world: (Europe - .centred} .productive forces.- 
Commodity production - painted cloth, of 'Masula, Pulicat and, 
Madras; Indigo, Saltpetre, Dai moods .of Golconda,- .the Cutlery.. 
of Warangal and .Minna!, tobacco: andeven. rice-had;.. begun to 
change the, character, of our peasant -economy. Even '-. land. 
had : ,,,,been bought and sold., 

Vemana's references, to tneasurernehts, boundary ' disputes 
and mortgages, money-lenders" tentacles and the merchants' 
tricks-to.the effect .of international trade and -the- activities. .of 
European, . agents of capitalism, : '. Christianity, -the> : -religion/' 'of 

the capitalist class could clarm- its earllesr^ 

frQni,,Kapus/- Goldsmiths, and Weavers in the nearly years 
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century. The. missionary spoke about universal brotherhood - a 
reflection of the social necessity of world market. 

Marx wrongly thought proprietorship of Sand was alien to 
Asiatic society but It was already there on the east coast as a 
result of the European demand for agricultural produce for S.E- 

: Asian trade. Vemana's rejection of Vedic Hinduism and Islamic 
sufism (Peers) and other medieval cults marks him out as a 
voice, of modernism In India. Let us remember, European trader s 
first appeared on our coast (Dutch in Masula in 1604 and English 

in 1-611) and set-op factories. Maliayya on the East coast, Vijt 
Vora in Surat and Jagat Seth in Eastern India, were their agents. 
Compradore money - Senders. Mallaya had a powerful fleet accor- 
ding to Foster's Factory Records (1620-50). Vemana who 
denounced the ruling class - Hindu, Muslim a*&'5&F> and was 
disillusioned with them who oppressed the peasantry, was search- 
ing for a new identity and appealed to the universal spirit in his, 
4 Viswadabhirama Vtnura Venia" -' when India (and coastal 
Andhra) entered the Modern Age and india was/merged in World 
History. 

' . (2) Disillusioned with the degenerate ruling, classes, he 
turned' to the masses of peasants* the rural poor for enlighten- 
ment and regeneration. He tried to release them from the ages 
of cobwebs, superstition and ritualistic opium and the entren- 
ched "'.priesthood but religion inexplicably interwoven with upper- 
caste oppression 'was .an impregnable fortress of /the ruling 
classes-the elite upper castes in villages and town- which could 
be -battered down only by the artillery of the. capitalist technology, 
Europeans, an alien force., were not yet a ruling class, and came 
'to- shake the "Pogoda Tree". Blinded by religion, Hindu Intel!!- 
gentia, were still wallowing in rural-idiocy, it required two more 
centuries to take- advantage of the printing press and the Euro- 
pean 'technology. The potentialities of capitalism were smother- 
ed by the double oppression of Hindu & Muslim Fuedalism both 
blinded by- fanaticism and closed village economy. It is a case 
of an overdose of religion retarding progress; It was to release 
the, masses from the? strangle - hold of traditional religion and to. 
/show the universal spirit that . Vejnruana, with his genius to see 

f . . 

the, innermeaning .-of evofetioiv, swam 'against the tide and 
became.. -the'- morning.'. star..- <if our 'renaissance. He- was like a 
Thomas fVlunzer ''who, mads ^to-.peasaats, revolt , in, Germany(1 826) . 
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but he could only leave the foot prints in the desert of darkness - 
fuedalism superimposed by religion and casteism. If only he had 
the printing facility, if his speeches reported or published-advan- 
tages enjoyed by Veeresalingam, Gurajada, Vivekananda, Tagore- 

he would have shaken the foundations by means of peasant awa-. 
kening and peasant upsurge. Progress ' restarted in Andhra, 
ia could not stop the march of civilisation. 



(3) So Vemana was the pioneer among modern revolu- 
tionary poets, not a Medieval poet, which you have demonstrated 
conclusively, not from th point of view of ideas, but also World 
History. So Virosalingam, Gurajada, Raghupati, Ramaswamy/.. 

Kattamanchi-all of them in a way, the proteges of colonial rulers- : 
and the representatives of a Cornpradore renaissance, the bastard/, 
child of imperialism in India- it is tainted by colonialism or 
feudalism serving farther than others, 'the Great Beginner' to- 'use 
Carlyle's phrase for hero & heroism. Vemana stands taller, than -. 
his successors, So let these gentlemen ba seated at the feet of, 
Vemana, in your calender, if you like, against the background of 
a large porrtait of Vemana in safrfon'red. blanket and loin cloth.. 

(4) Great social scientists-Marx, Engel's. Morgan, Gordon' : 
Childe, etc, .-have proved that civilization begins with food pro-,, 
duction and labour is the source of wealth. . Vemana's emphasis 
on production f\$' &&&*&$)&) cS'tfjotoDV social labour and., tile 
motive force of hunger as the driving force of all. production- is, a ;.. 
scientific discovery of .genius long before its appearance^ : jn. '.. 
modem social science, His repeated observations .on poverty;.,are; , 
refreshingly modern, His condemnation of bonded IMorced: labour^; 
(Vetti) is remarkable. His scathing attack on the ruling classes., V 
their vices, their degenerate & effete conduct' in the face of nati-; ;. 
onal peril, his satire on tho elite upper caste peasants, ..his' cen- 
sures on money lenders, in short his .indignation against ; in--; 
tellectual sycophant and toadies-all these mark him out as a inii]- 
tatingly different revolutionary compared to Viresalingam and his 
like in modern Andhra.' . ' "' ' '.' \'- ^^:'' : ^ ; "- ,.;' jVi;^''^':;? 

(5) Although British rule is known to have played "the 
of unconcious tool of history and objectively progressive 
imperialism was the worst curse of modern India, R. C; 
Palme Dutt, & Marx have taught us to understand the destructive 
role of colonialism. But in the rriidst of the struggle for f 
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- Veeresaiingam kept aloof, & praised the virtues of British imperi 
al, fern' -'and wrote 'f'tidgraphy 1 of ''t/ict6ria : Va v i$le ! off "Je^'tis CftrYst 1 , 
received patronage incf'titfes from'them : /He : ipllbwed ; 'l^ the' "foot 
steps of rhiSisfdh'Sfies eVen in ' the 'imatfer of "wdrrieri^s education.' 
Even as ' agents ' of imper iafisnv th&y' : '" approached' the" ' poorest; 
classes, but not Viresaiingam, who dhly enlightened the middle 
class intelligentia '"- a microscopic'' minority. Vemana did not 
compromise with any ruling class. He approached the masses Per- 
haps no missionary;priest or politician hadvisited so many villages 
Andhra Pradesh, with a singularly progressive message as 
Vemana did in the 17th- 18th century. Petty- bourgious reformers 
and democratic ministers can claim to have visited a fraction of 
the -villages:' Only a supreme peasant cadre of to-day can claim 
such an honour. Even the national leaders could have visited the 
towns and a few villages on the roadside. So you can announce 
Vemana was the 1st national peasant leader-teacher-missionary 
in modern history. This is why I say that your hypothesis about 
Vemana has cut to size the fathers of Indian renaissance and 
carved out a rightful niche for him in Indian History, 

Regarding his attitude to Women, he, a man of universal 
love and brotherhood, could not have condemned Woman kind 
as the curse of humanity.He loved the mother, the dutiful wife 
the poor bride and the condemned only the termagant, prosti- 
tote, and concubine as objects of temptation, if he has condem 

S^T'" !t u W3S hlS P etic s y mbolism "iat has been misunder" 
stood. One who with the milk of human kindness could not have 

co-ndemed half of 'humanity with - bell, book and 
erudi:te,cholar like you, ' can unrave, fhe 



Kindly excuse me for my long rambling -commentary on 

Hypothesis, and if you wish you may have it typed anc ^ oub 
or quoted in your writing in future. But qive It 
lysis before it sees the light of the day S nw | 
ed with all the poems of Vemana. I c^ onh 

and ' sm " 



With regards, 

. P. R, REDD |.) 
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